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POLITICAL  EQUALITY  LEAFLETS 

Published  monthly  by  the  National  American  Woman  , y 
Suffrage  Association.  Headquarters,  Warren,  O. 


Fruits  of  Equal  Suffrage,  II. 


The  following  lav/s  are  clue  wholly  or  largely 
to  the  women; 

IN  IDAHO. 

(Eciual  Suffrage  Granted  in  1896.) 

Law  making  gambling  illegal  (Idaho  Laws  of 
1899,  page  389;)  raising  age  of  protection  for 
girls  to  18  (Same  page  167;)  establishing  li- 
bi  aides  and  reading  rooms,  and  authorizing  a 
tax  for  their  maintenance,  (Code  of  1901,  Sec. 
991;)  requiring  at  least  3 per  cent,  of  school 
fund  appropriated  each  year  to  be  applied  to 
maintain  school  libraries,  the  books  to  be 
chosen  from  list  compiled  by  State  Board  of 
Education  (Same,  Sec.  1065;)  establishing  a 
State  Library  Commission,  consisting  of  the 
President  of  the  State  University,  the  State  Su- 
peiintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  and  the  Attorney  General  (Laws 
of  1903;  House  Bill  164;)  providing  for  a de- 
partment of  domestic  science  in  the  State  Uni- 
versity (Same,  page  433;  Senate  Bill  110;)  and 
for  a course  of  lectures  on  domestic  science  in 
the  Academy  of  Idaho  (Same,  page  51 : House 
Bill  52;)  establishing  an  Industrial  Reform 
School  (Same,  page  12:  House  Bill  20;)  a Pure 
Food  Act,  (Same,  page  95:  House  Bill  97;)  and 
giving  a married  woman  the  same  right  to  con- 


trol  and  dispose  of  her  property  as  a married 
man  (Same,  page  345;  Senate  Bill  35.) 

Tlie  last  five  laws  are  mentioned  as  having 
been  secured  by  the  women’s  clubs,  in  the  re- 
port of  the  Idaho  State  Federation  of  Women’s 
Clubs,  in  the  Federation  Bulletin  for  June,  1904. 

J.  H.  Hawley,  a prominent  lawyer  of  Boise, 
wrote  to  Miss  Amy  F.  Acton  of  Boston,  August 
21,  1904:  “All  the  laws  that  you  mention  were 

urged  by  women,  and  without  such  advocacy  I 
do  not  believe  any  of  them  would  have  been 
passed.  For  the  passage  of  some  of  them,  the 
women  are  absolutely  responsible,  because  it 
was  through  their  efforts  that  the  members  of 
the  Legislature  were  brought  to  realize  that  a 
condition  existed  that  made  the  passage  of  such 
laws  necessary.  In  particular,  the  Act  of  1899, 
making  gambling  a misdemeanor;  the  act  of 
the  same  year  raising  the  age  of  consent;  the 
Acts  of  1901  providing  for  a State  Library  Com- 
mission, and  for  a tax  for  libraries;  and  the 
Acts  of  1903  in  regard  to  the  property  of  mar- 
ried women  and  a chair  of  domestic  science  in 
the  University  and  Academy  of  Idaho,  were  all 
passed  by  the  efforts  of  the  ladies  of  the  State.” 

IN  UTAH. 

(Equal  Suffrage  Granted  in  1896.) 

Laws  providing  that  women  teachers  in  the 
public  schools  shall  receive  equal  pay  with 
men  for  equal  work,  when  holding  certificates 
of  the  same  grade  (Revised  Statutes  of  Utah, 
Sec.  1853;  Laws  of  1896,  page  85;  1897,  page 
132;)  raising  the  age  of  protection  for  girls  to 
18,  (Same,  Sec,  4221;  Laws  of  1896,  page  87) 
establishing  free  public  libraries  in  cities  and 
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towns  (Laws  of  1899,  page  121;)  requiring  in 
all  schools  and  educational  institutions  sup- 
ported wholly  or  partly  by  public  funds,  sys- 
tematic instruction  in  physiology  and  hygiene, 
including  the  effects  of  stimulants  and  nar- 
cotics (Same,  Sec.  1829;  Laws  of  1897,  page 
127;)  creating  a State  Art  Institute  (Laws  of 
1899,  page  47;)  providing  for  a course  of  free 
lectures  every  year  at  the  capital,  on  sanitary 
science,  hygiene  and  nursing  (Laws  of  1903, 
Chapter  102;)  for  a curfew  bell  at  9 p,  m.  to 
keep  children  under  14  off  the  streets  (Same, 
Chapter  89;)  making  it  a misdemeanor  for  any 

minor  under  18  to  buy,  accept,  or  have  in  his 
possession  cigarettes,  tobacco,  opium  or  any 
other  narcotic  (Same,  Chapter  135,  page  186;) 
providing  for  the  protection  of  dependent,,  neg- 
lected or  ill-treated  boys  under  14  and  girls  un- 
der 16,  and  for  the  punishment  of  persons  re- 
sponsible for  their  care  who  neglect  or  ill-treat 
them  (Same,  Chapter  124;)  and  requiring  the 
establishment  of  kindergartens  in  all  school  dis- 
tricts having  a population  of  2,000  or  more 
(Same,  Chapter  114,  page  139.) 

Mrs.  Antoinette  B.  Kinney,  820  East  Fourth 
St.,  South,  Salt  I^ake  City,  President  of  the 
Utah  State  Federation  of  Women’s  Clubs,  wrote 
to  Miss  Amy  F.  Acton,  of  Boston,  August  15, 
1904,  that  the  bill  creating  an  art  institute  was 
introduced  by  Mrs.  Alice  Merrill  Horne,  the 
kindergarten  bill,  curfew  bill,  and  bill  for  the 
protection  of  dependent  and  ill-treated  children, 
by  Mrs.  Coulter — Mrs.  Horne  and  Mrs.  Coulter 
being  members  of  the  Legislature.  Mrs.  Kin- 
ney continues: 

“The  women’s  clubs  were  veiy  active  in  se- 
curing the  passage  of  these  laws,  also  the  anti- 
cigarette law.  The  library  law,  too,  was  the 
work  of  women. 

“The  bills  that  relate  to  women  and  children 
have  generally  been  presented  by  some  worn- 


an’s  organization,  usually  a federated  club.  The 
club  having  the  matter  at  heart  asks  the  en- 
doiseinent  of  every  other  federated  club  in  the 
State.  Some  attorney  is  asked  to  draw  up  the 
hill,  and  then  someone  friendly  to  the  bill  to 
present  it.  When  the  bill  is  up  before  the  Sen- 
ate or  House,  the  halls  are  thronged  with  club 
women  interested  in  its  passage.  We  have 
found  little  difficulty  in  getting  the  bills  through 
the  Legislature.” 

Mrs.  Kinney  writes  to  another  friend; 

“In  my  opinion  the  results  in  Utah  are  over- 
vhelmingly  in  favor  of  woman  suffrage.  Wom- 
en have  been  active  in  securing  laws  for  the 
protection  of  minors,  also  laws  relating  to  muni- 
cipal house-cleaning.  They  have  been  active 
in  all  educational  matters.  In  most  cities  the 
question  of  public  libraries  is  early  agitated. 
Here  women  have  proved  themselves  a reserve 
moral  power,  sustaining  men  in  their  best  en- 
deavors. In  the  places  of  trust  that  they  hold, 
their  honesty,  punctuality  and  faithfulness  are 
proverbial.” 

Hon.  Martha  Hughes  Cannon,  formerly  a 
member  of  the  Utah  Senate,  writes; 

“As  a result  (of  equal  suffrage)  our  caucuses 
and  primary  meetings  are  conducted  with  due 
regard  to  decorum,  our  conventions  are  more 
deliberative,  and  the  kindly  consideration  which 
the  American  man  always  shows  to  woman  has 
induced  even  the  rougher  type  to  consider  that 
political  gatherings  in  which  women  take  part 
should  be  conducted  in  a decent  and  orderly 
manner.  Woman  entered  upon  the  enjoyment 
of  her  new  privileges  with  that  ready  adapta- 
tion which  distinguishes  American  women. 
The  State  at  once  adopted  an  improved  system 
of  the  Australian  method  of  voting,  and  women 
when  they  went  to  the  polls,  found  that  the 
disagreeable  features  which  they  had  been 
taught  to  expect  did  not  in  reality  exist. 
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